Helping to solve an age-old problem

As part of exploring their world,
many young children put objects
into their mouths. Toddlers will play
with bottles and containers,
unaware of the hazards they may
contain.

In today’s environment this normal
behaviour can result in the
accidental swallowing of harmful
household chemicals. Fortunately,
evolution has already provided part
of the answer to this problem: since
many poisonous substances taste
unpleasantly bitter, human beings
have developed a sense of taste

which finds strong bitter flavours
repulsive, and children are
particularly sensitive to bitter
tastes (1,2,3).

Bitrex"', the brand name of the
world’s most bitter known substance
(4,5), was discovered in 1958 by
Macfarlan Smith Ltd. Its potential as
a denaturant for industrial alcohol
was recognised immediately; and
since being approved in the UK and
US in the early 1960s, Bitrex has
been officially recognised as the
denaturant of choice in more than
40 countries.

Technical information
datasheet No1

Bitrexis an inert and odourless
substance which is so bitter that only
tiny amounts are needed fo make
products taste unpleasant.
Developed as a taste aversive for
household cleaning materials, it is
now used in a wide variety of
products, including DIY, personal
care, automotive and pesticide
products.

Products which contain Bitrex can,
under a frademark licence
agreement, carry the Bitrex logo, a
registered trademark of Macfarlan
Smith.
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